
Cherokee County Health Department 
Monday July 14, 2014  

5:30 p.m. – Health Department Conference Room 
 

Members Present:  Alan Keith, Ronald Taylor, Dr. Holly Gutierrez, Dr. Amanda Gambil, 
Curtis Brown, Chris Dickey, Audrey Hughes, RN 
 
Members Absent:  Steve Jordan, Don Ambler, Mark Gilbert, Shannon Helton 
   
Staff Members Present:  Kim McClain, Trevor Peterson, and Towanna Roberts 
 
Press:  Dwight Otwell, The Cherokee Scout 
 
Public Present:  CB McKinnon 
 
Meeting Call to Order:  Chairman Alan Keith called the meeting to order  
 
Invocation:  Holly Gutierrez gave the invocation 
 
Public Comments:  Commissioner McKinnon told the group that Steve Jordan did not resign 

from the Board of Health; however he will not be able to attend meetings with his work 
schedule and site. Commissioner McKinnon reported that he has been asked to sit in on 
the Board of Health Meetings to receive and communication information. The use of 
credit cards was discussed and Commissioner McKinnon volunteered to follow up with 
this matter with Candy Roberts. 

 
 
 
Approval of minutes:  The Board reviewed the minutes. Corrections of Holly Gutierrez’s name 

will be made. Amanda Gambil made the motion to accept the minutes with corrections 
recommended. Ron Taylor seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

 
Environmental Health Reports:  

On-Site:  Trevor Peterson presented May and June well and septic productivity numbers 
as well as a comparison of the same information to the same period of time last year.     

 
Food and Lodging:  Kim McClain presented food and lodging productivity numbers for 
year to date. Kim also presented NCSLPH Confirmed Rabies cases for January- May 
2014 (see attached). An explanation of the rabies bait  program and answers to questions 
about the program was also provided by Kim. 

 
Rabies Prevention and Control: 
 
Clinical Report:  Ronnie Harris was not available to present the clinical report. Clinical reports 
were provided. (see attached) 
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Annual Communicable Disease Report: Candice Baldwin, RN Communicable Disease Nurse 
was not available to give presentation. Communicable Disease written report was distributed (see 
attached). Candice plans to give the verbal report at the next scheduled meeting. 
 
Health Director Comments:   
 
Approved Budget: The health department approved budget for fiscal year 2014-2015 was given 

to everyone. Towanna noted that the $70,000.00 salary for the Physician’s Assistant at 
the Andrews office was not approved by the commissioners. She also noted that the 
proposed amount for drug dispensing software as well as $ 19,110.00 was approved for 
the purchase of one replacement vehicle. (see attached budget) 

 
Rabies Clinic: The bi-annual rabies clinic is scheduled for Saturday August 16, 2014 
 
Appalachian Care: Towanna gave a power point presentation on the two weeks Appalachian 

Health Care Mission which was held June 2-13 in Cherokee and Swain County. The 
Mission provided care to 8,069 patients. Care included dental, optometry, medical, and 
behavioral. Veterinarian care was also provided. The mission was very successful thanks 
to the Army Reserve, Murphy Medical Center, and Clay, Graham and Cherokee County 
Health Departments and numerous volunteers. 

 
Policy Approval:  A new policy titled Licensed Practical Nurse Practice in the Clinical Setting 

was approved and signed  by Alan Keith. The policy follows guidelines of the NC Board 
of Nursing and has already been approved by the health department’s Medical Director, 
Dr. Teresa Heavner.  

 
 
Executive Session: There was no need for executive session.   
 
Other Comments: Alan Keith spoke of each board member’s responsibilities and the need to 

attend meetings. He told everyone to expect to receive an email from Towanna Roberts 
with electronic copies of all of the documents that are in each board member’s individual 
Guidebook. He also discussed standing committees and made the following assignments. 

 
Clinical Committee                     Audrey Hughes 
                                                      Dr. Mark Gilbert   
 
Environmental Committee        Shannon Helton 
                                                      Chris Dickey  
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Next Board Meeting:  Monday, September 8, 5:30 pm at the Cherokee County Health 
Department. 

 
With no further business, Ron Taylor made the motion to adjourn the meeting, Curtis Brown   

seconded the motion; it passed unanimously.  
 
 
 
 
____________________________   ________________________________ 
Towanna Roberts, RN     Alan Keith 
Health Director     Board Chairman 


