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Sheriff Lovin wins Outstanding Law Enforcement Professional

Asheville, NC – The tag line on Sheriff Keith Lovin’s latest award recognizes him as an Outstanding Law Enforcement Professional “Who has gone above and beyond the call of duty for victims of crime in Western North Carolina.”  Although nominations came from nearly 30 western counties, Sheriff Lovin was chosen for his “rare vision that the most effective response from law enforcement included a response from a victim advocate.”

Last week marked the 25th Anniversary of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week and North Carolina, along with the rest of the nation, proclaimed, “Justice isn’t served until crime victims are.”  In celebration of this week, the Western North Carolina Victims’ Coalition came together last Thursday, at Carrabba’s Italian Grill in Asheville, to honor victims, their families and victim service providers for their struggles and triumphs.  Charles Worley, Mayor of Asheville kicked off the luncheon with a Proclamation to the WNC-CVC and keynote speaker, Birdie Frink, Victim Advocate and Mother of Homicide Victim, delivered a moving speech about what crime victims face in the aftermath of their victimization.  The luncheon concluded with presentations to outstanding individuals and professionals working with crime victims and their families.  Recipient categories included victim services volunteer, extraordinary survivor, outstanding law enforcement professional, outstanding criminal justice professional, outstanding medical professional and outstanding victim advocacy professional.       

The Western North Carolina Crime Victims Coalition was established in 2004 as Buncombe County victim service providers came together in recognition of National Crime Victims’ Rights Week.  Today this coalition has extended its reach to include victim service providers from surrounding counties.  To be a part of this network of victim service providers and to raise awareness about crime and its impact on our communities, please contact one of these representatives:  Ivy Schoff, Co-Chair, Asheville Police Department, 828-259-5912 or Melissa Reed, Co-Chair, NC Division of Community Corrections, 828-251-1844.

